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Background

Before adjourning for August recess, the U.S. House and Senate passed two different bills that would reauthorize the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), which is set to expire September 30, 2007. 

SCHIP currently provides health insurance to over 6.6 million children from low-income, working families. SCHIP helps fund Illinois’ All Kids health insurance program. 

It is estimated that there are still 9 million children who remain uninsured. A national survey on SCHIP showed that 9 out of 10 registered voters want Congress to cover more of the country’s uninsured children1.

The Senate passed their bill with a veto-proof majority (68-31), which included a $35 billion increase over the next five years. This translates to coverage for an additional 4 million children. 

The House bill passed 225-204 and included $50 billion additional dollars over the next five years. This bill also includes a number of improvements to Medicare, as well as some cost-savings measures that would support the increased SCHIP funding levels. The House version would provide coverage for an additional 5-6 million children. 

The House bill also includes increased reimbursement rates for certified nurse-midwives;, allows marriage and family therapists and mental health counselors to be reimbursed under the same Medicare rates as social workers; and increases the amount of allowable assets for individuals and couples in order to qualify for assistance under Medicare Parts B and D. For additional details on CHAMP, visit http://energycommerce.house.gov/CHAMP/CHAMP_index.shtml 

What’s next? 

Both chambers will need to reconcile their versions of SCHIP legislation into one bill. Committee members have already begun to talk about how to merge the two bills into one. Once this new bill is voted on in both chambers, the legislation will be sent to the President for signature. 

The President has threatened to veto both the House and Senate bills, so it is critical that members of Congress support the existing proposals in the event that they will need to override the President’s veto.  

Senators from both sides of the aisle have agreed that increased funding for SCHIP is a priority; House members need to be convinced of the same. 


“New Bipartisan Survey Finds American Strongly Support Expanding SCHIP and Extending Health Coverage to More Uninsured Children.” Lake Research Partners. July 2007.
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What can you do? 

· Make a phone call to your Congressperson’s district office. Visit www.vote-smart to locate your Congressional representative or for district office addresses and phone numbers.

· Visit your Congressperson’s district office – please contact us if you schedule a visit; IMCHC can provide additional resources for your office visit. 

· Attend a public event where your Congressperson will be present and ask them where they stand on children’s health insurance.

Tell your Congressional representative: 

No child should be denied health care. 

Please support SCHIP reauthorization at adequate funding levels. 

The following voted “No” on the Children’s Health and Medicare Protection (CHAMP) Act, which would reauthorize SCHIP. If you live or work in one of these districts, it is critical for you to contact your Representative. 

	Representative
	Dist
	District Address
	Phone
	Fax

	Judy Biggert
	13
	6262 South Route 83, Suite 305 in Hinsdale
	 630-655-2052
	630-655-1061

	Dennis Hastert
	14
	Offices in Batavia, Dixon and Geneseo
	
	

	Timothy Johnson
	15
	Offices in Champaign, Charleston and Bloomington
	
	

	Mark Kirk
	10
	707 Skokie Boulevard, Suite 350 in Northbrook
	847-940-0202
	847-940-7143

	Donald Manzullo
	16
	Offices in Rockford and Crystal Lake
	
	

	Peter Roskam
	6
	150 South Bloomingdale Road in Bloomingdale 
	630-893-9670
	630-893-9735

	John Shimkus
	19
	Offices in Springfield, Centralia, 

Harrisburg, Olney, and Collinsville
	
	

	Jerry Weller
	11
	2701 Black Road, Suite 201 in Joliet
	815-740-2028
	815-740-2037


If you need additional talking points or have feedback from your phone calls/office visits,

please contact Kathy Chan at kchan@ilmaternal.org or 312-491-8161x24.
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